
Killymallaght Battery Energy Storage System
 

A larger version of the Landscape Plan can be found at https://www.killymallaght-energystorage.co.uk/planning-application/

  
Proposal
RES has now submitted a planning application for the 
Killymallght Battery Energy Storage System (BESS), on 
land close to the Killymallaght substation, in the townland 
of Disertowen, approximately 2.5km southeast of 
Newbuildings, Co. Derry/Londonderry.

Killymallaght BESS has been through a detailed design 
process and feedback from stakeholders and the local 
community, along with the results of site surveys have 
helped to shape the final design.

This newsletter provides further information on how you 
can view the planning application. We have also provided 
further information on landscaping and surface water 
management, as mentioned in our March 2024 newsletter.

Landscape and Visual
As shown in the plan below, additional landscaping 
is proposed than shown on our preliminary design, in 
response to feedback.

Measures within the detailed landscape proposal include: 

•   Existing field boundary vegetation, such as hedgerows    
and hedgerow trees, would be retained and enhanced 
through additional planting and improved management 
to maximise their landscape (screening) and biodiversity 
benefits; 

•  Planting along the length of the south-western 
boundary;

•  An area of tree planting, on the south-western edge, to 
create a shelter belt of trees and woodland; 

•  The creation of a screening bund to the south-east, east 
and northeast to provide visual screening;

•  Proposed scrub planting across the earth mounding to 
add further to the visual screening whilst also enhancing  
biodiversity;

•  Grassland areas subject to a programme of 
enhancement through seeding with appropriate grassland 
mixes, also contributing to biodiversity enhancement.

Illustrative Landscape Masterplan
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SCALE

DATE NO REVISION NOTE

16/05/2024 - First Issue

05/06/2024 A Client comments

07/06/2024 B Client comments
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Site Boundary

Existing Vegetation to be Retained

Proposed Layout and Hardstanding Area

Proposed Fencing

Proposed Native Scrub Planting

Proposed Modified Grassland

Proposed Neutral Grassland

Proposed SuDS

Proposed Bund

Site Boundary

Proposed Woodland Shelter Belt

Proposed Native Tree Planting

Proposed Native Hedgerow and Hedgerow Trees

NOTES:
- The outer slope of the bund is to be graded and landscaped.
- All soft landscape works are to be carried out in accordance with BS4478 ‘‘Code of Practice 
for General Landscape Operations’’ and BS3936:1992 ‘‘Recommendations for Cultivations and 
Planting in the Advanced Nursery Stock Category’’.
- Planting numbers indicative only.

BR 80-100 20Quercus robur (oak)

BR 80-100 10Corylus avellana (hazel)

BR 80-100 10Crataegus monogyna (hawthorn)

BR 80-100 20Salix caprea (willow)

BR 80-100 15Betula pendula (Silver birch)

BR 80-100 15Betula pubescens (downy birch)

NO.

255

127

127

255

190

190
BR 80-100 5Ulmus glabra (wych elm)

BR 80-100 5Sorbus aucuparia (rowan)

63

63

Total area = 2870sqm, Total plants = 1275 @ 1.5m spacing. 
Species to be planted randomly in single species groups between 2 and 5 plants.

Prunus spinosa (blackthorn)

Corylus avellana (hazel)

Crataegus monogyna (hawthorn)

Cornus sanguinea (dogwood)

Rosa canina (dog rose)

Rhamnus cathartica (buckthorn)

NATIVE  HEDGEROW PLANTING TO INCLUDE:

SPECIES ROOT SIZE(cm) MIX(%)

BR 80-100 15

BR 80-100 15

BR 80-100 50

BR 80-100 10

BR 80-100 5

BR 80-100 5

Total length = 229m, total plants = 2,061 @ 9 plants per m/l in a tripple staggered row 30cm apart. 

Species to be planted randomly in single species groups between 2 and 5 plants along the hedgerow length.

NO.

309

309

1,030

206

103

103

Illustrative Landscape Masterplan
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Site Boundary

Existing Vegetation to be Retained

Proposed Layout and Hardstanding Area

Proposed Fencing

Proposed Native Scrub Planting

Proposed Modified Grassland

Proposed Neutral Grassland

Proposed SuDS

Proposed Bund

Site Boundary

Proposed Woodland Shelter Belt

Proposed Native Tree Planting

Proposed Native Hedgerow and Hedgerow Trees

NOTES:
- The outer slope of the bund is to be graded and landscaped.
- All soft landscape works are to be carried out in accordance with BS4478 ‘‘Code of Practice 
for General Landscape Operations’’ and BS3936:1992 ‘‘Recommendations for Cultivations and 
Planting in the Advanced Nursery Stock Category’’.
- Planting numbers indicative only.

NATIVE WOODLAND PLANTING TO INCLUDE:

SPECIES ROOT SIZE(cm) MIX(%)

BR 80-100 20Quercus robur (oak)

BR 80-100 10Corylus avellana (hazel)

BR 80-100 10Crataegus monogyna (hawthorn)

BR 80-100 20Salix caprea (willow)

BR 80-100 15Betula pendula (Silver birch)

BR 80-100 15Betula pubescens (downy birch)

NO.

255

127

127

255

190

190
BR 80-100 5Ulmus glabra (wych elm)

BR 80-100 5Sorbus aucuparia (rowan)

63

63

Total area = 2870sqm, Total plants = 1275 @ 1.5m spacing. 
Species to be planted randomly in single species groups between 2 and 5 plants.

Proposed native species tree belt provided to supplement visual screening. 

Prunus spinosa (blackthorn)

Corylus avellana (hazel)

Crataegus monogyna (hawthorn)

Cornus sanguinea (dogwood)

Rosa canina (dog rose)

Rhamnus cathartica (buckthorn)

NATIVE  HEDGEROW PLANTING TO INCLUDE:

SPECIES ROOT SIZE(cm) MIX(%)

BR 80-100 15

BR 80-100 15

BR 80-100 50

BR 80-100 10

BR 80-100 5

BR 80-100 5

Total length = 229m, total plants = 2,061 @ 9 plants per m/l in a tripple staggered row 30cm apart. 

Species to be planted randomly in single species groups between 2 and 5 plants along the hedgerow length.

NO.

309

309

1,030

206

103

103

Proposed native species hedgerow to Trench Road.
(Reinstating following historic loss to highways improvements)

Areas of modified grassland to be created on site in poor 
condition. Recommended to be sown with a N14F Flowering 
Lawn Mix or similar approved by the supervising landscape 
architect or ecologist. To be sown at the rate and as per the 
specification set out in the supplier's recommendations.

Total area = 12,979 sqm

Area of neutral grassland to be seeded with N1 General 
Purpose Meadow Mixture or similar approved by the 
supervising landscape architect or ecologist. To be sown at 
the rate and as per the specification set out in the 
supplier's recommendations.

Total area = 8,360 sqm

GRASSLAND

Proposed wildflower meadow.

Salix caprea (willow)

Corylus avellana (hazel)

Crataegus monogyna (hawthorn)

Cornus sanguinea (dogwood)

Prunus spinosa (blackthorn)

SCRUB PLANTING

SPECIES ROOT SIZE(cm) MIX(%)

BR 60-80 35

BR 60-80 15

BR 60-80 20

BR 60-80 20

BR 60-80 10

NO.

1,173

502

670

670

335

Total area = 3352 sqm, Total plants = 3352 @ 1m spacing. 
Species to be planted randomly in single species groups between 2 and 5 plants.

Proposed native scrub planting for screening and BNG.

Proposed landscape mound to provide visual containment to include 
steeper inner face to facilitate gradual outer slope and tie in with 
existing contours.



If you require information in Braille, large text or audio, please let us know.

Flood Risk and Surface Water Management 
A Flood Risk and Drainage Assessment has been undertaken - incorporating sustainable drainage systems (SuDS) best 
practise principles, to ensure no significant impacts are created by the development. This assessment accompanies the 
planning application. 

An infiltration strategy has been chosen as the most appropriate surface water management system.  To ensure the water 
quantity and volume are suitably managed back to pre-development rates, attenuation and interception will be provided. 
Surface water flows will be collected by a series of drains, swales and pipes before discharging into two attenuation basins.

Biodiversity
RES takes the protection of the environment 
and surrounding area’s ecology seriously and 
an Ecological Impact Assessment forms part 
of the planning application to ensure that any 
potential impact on the environment and ecology 
is appropriately assessed and mitigated, where 
necessary.

Through planting measures proposed as part of 
the Killymallaght BESS proposal, a Biodiversity 
Net Gain (BNG) of 38.71% in habitat units could be 
achieved and a BNG in hedgerow units of 56.42%. 
The project could also create watercourse units, 
a new habitat type for the site. Whilst there is 
currently no statutory targets for biodiversity 
protection, restoration or enhancement in 
Northern Ireland, this exceeds standards in other parts of the UK and is considered to be a significant potential increase in 
biodiversity at the site overall. Further information can be found in the Ecological Impact Assessment.

Planning Application
The planning application and accompanying documents, can be viewed in a number of ways.

Additionally, the planning documents can be viewed and/or downloaded from our dedicated project website -                                                        
www.killymallaght-energystorage.co.uk/

A statutory consultation period will be advertised and held by Derry and Strabane District Council to enable the public, as 
well as statutory consultees, to submit their comments on the proposal. These comments will then be assessed against the 
proposal and a determination made in due course.

Peter Deeney 
Development Project Manager 
peter.deeney@res-group.com 
07828 175 520

Carey Green 
Community Relations Manager
carey.green@res-group.com
01872 226 931

The application can be viewed online on the Northern Ireland planning portal at                                                                                                                                               
https://planningregister.planningsystemni.gov.uk/simple-search. The planning reference is LA11/2024/0759/F. 


